
The Colosseum 

1. What is the Colosseum and why is it 

significant? 
2. When was the Colosseum built? 

3. What was the purpose of the Colosseum? 
4. What was the seating capacity of the 

Colosseum? 
5. What architectural features made the 

Colosseum a masterpiece of Roman 
engineering? 

6. How did the velarium serve the spectators 
during spectacles? 

7. What types of spectacles were hosted in the 
Colosseum? 
8. What is the hypogeum and what was its 

purpose in the Colosseum? 
9. Despite the challenges it has faced, why is 

the Colosseum still an important symbol 
10. Why do people visit the Colosseum today? 



Answers 

 

1. The Colosseum is a significant landmark of 

ancient Rome known for its historical and 

architectural importance. 

2. The Colosseum was built in the first century 

AD. 

3. The Colosseum served as a venue for 

gladiatorial contests, animal hunts, and public 

spectacles, symbolizing Roman power. 

4. The Colosseum could seat up to 50,000 

people. 

5. The Colosseum showcased intricate 

architectural features like arches, vaults, 

columns, staircases, and corridors. 

6. The velarium protected spectators from the 

elements during spectacles. 

7. The Colosseum hosted various spectacles, 

including gladiatorial battles, animal hunts, 

and mock naval battles. 

8. The hypogeum was an underground area 

that housed gladiators, animals, and props. 

9. Despite damage over time, the Colosseum 

remains a symbol of endurance and is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

10. People visit the Colosseum to appreciate its 

grandeur, witness Roman architectural 

achievements, and experience the cultural 

legacy of the Roman Empire. 


